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Description of Respondents

A total of 239 Safe Night adult participants (age 19 and over) completed a survey during the event. Seventy-
seven percent of respondents reported they attended Safe Night in the past, with most reporting they had
attended the event in both 2009 and 2010.

Adult Motivations for Attending Safe Night

Survey respondents were asked to indicate the extent to which a list of factors influenced their decision to

attend the Safe Night event. Figure 1 displays the proportion of respondents who reported that each of the
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addition, at least three-quarters of all respondents also indicated that the fun activities, educational

opportunities,anR I FNBS S@GSyid 6SNB | a. A3 LyTFfompaguods 2y K¢
respondentsnoted 0 K+ & @& SSAy 3 T NR S yoRthedr dedsiorito attendithe avéht. Ly Ff dzSy OS ¢

Interestingly, the proportion of respondents who identified this as influencing their decision to attend the even
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has been falling since 2009.

CAIdzNBE mMd t SNOSyYyild 2F {dzZNBSeée wSaLRyRSyida LYyRAOFGAY3
to Attend Safe Night (2009, 2010, & 2011).
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Perceptions of Youth Drug Use in the Community

Respondents were asked to indicate the extent to which use of various drugs and alcohol by youth/children is

a problem in the community. In 2011, respondents were most likely to indicate that cigarette and alcohol use
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continued to decrease from 2009 levels. In addition, the decrease is markedly greater from 2010 to 2011. This

is particularly evident for the perceptions of snuff/smokeless tobacco. In 2009, 89% of Safe Night parents
NBLZ2NISR (KFG GKS dzaS 2F aydzZFfkavyz21StSaa amml 002 4|
this percentage dropped to 77%, and to 65% by 2011. Similar trends were observed for each of the four

substances assessed in the survey (see Figure 2).

Figure 2. Percent of Survey Respondents Reporting the Use of Various Substances by Youth Was a
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The three-year trend shown in Figure 2 suggests that parents in Lawrence County are less likely to view drug

and alcohol use among youth as serious problem in 2011 compared to 2009. The reasons behind this apparent

shift, however, are not evident. It could be that parents perceive bigger problems in the community (e.g., the

economy) or that drug/alcohol use is still a problem, just a smaller problem. To test this latter hypothesis, data

were analyzed to determine the proportion of parents who reported that drug/alcohol use among youth was
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once was.

Table 2. Percent of Survey Respondents Reporting the Use of Various Substances by YouthWasad& { Y I f
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Percent of Parents Reporting a Percent of Parents Reporting a
Substance iSmal | Probl en ASmal | Probl en
Alcohol 8% 14%
Marijuana 8% 20%
Cigarettes 5% 15%
Snuff / Smokeless Tobacco 9% 28%

Communication About the Risks of Drug Use

Survey respondents were asked to indicate how frequently during the past year they discussed the risks of

various types of drug use with their children. Included in the list of potential survey responses was the option
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that their children were too young to discuss each of the four substances included in the survey. These

responses were filtered out before conducting subsequent analyses. Figure 3 displays the percentage of survey
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year, as reported in 2009, 2010, and 2011. In 2011, at least 88% of respondents (and sometimes up to 95%)

reported talking to their child at least once during the past year for each of the substances listed. The greatest

percentage of parents (95%) reported they talked with their child about the risks of cigarette smoking and

alcohol consumption during the past year. Compared to 2009 and 2010, parents who attended Safe Night in

2011 were considerably more likely to report talking with their child during the past year about their risk

associated with drug use. These data suggest a positive behavioral trend among parents, and indicate that

there may be a growing awareness of the importance of talking to children and youth about the risks of drug

and alcohol use.



Figure 3. Percent of Survey Respondents Reporting Talking to their Children about Various Types of
Substance at Least Once During the Past Year (2009, 2010 and 2011).
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